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June 14, 2007

The Honorable Robert W. Harrell, Jr.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Post Office Box 11867
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

I am hereby vetoing and returning without my approval H. 3045, R-124.

This bill establishes a firefighter grants program that would award grants to volunteer and
combination fire departments. The grants would be administered by the State Fire Marshal in
conjunction with a peer review council.

I admire the intent of those who have worked on this legislation so much that this bill was one of
the two most difficult bills this year for me and this administration on which to reach resolution.
I narrowly came down on the side of the veto, not because of its proponents in the firefighting
community's intent nor because of the caliber ofleadership currently at place in those same
circles. In fact, I've grown to personally admire their commitment, not only to firefighting, but to
making a difference in people's lives here in South Carolina. I also struggled with this legislation
because of the very real sacrifices and personal commitment of thousands of volunteer and paid
firefighters across the state.

I cannot say enough good things about the competitive process that was created in this
legislation. It falls in stark contrast to many of the non-competitive and highly political processes
that now befall spending programs in Columbia. Doing what has been proposed here is crucial to
get right the distribution of scarce resources in our state.

Additionally, I think this legislation worked to close some ofthe gaps that exist between big and
small fire services because of the discrepancies in what big services have available to them. In
this light, it also closes gaps between rural and urban South Carolina that see the same funding
gaps. Finally, these grants would have worked to complement a great area ofvolunteerism that is
alive and well in our state in the volunteer fire departments. Uplifting and supporting people who




