State of South Carolina
Office of the Gouernor

MARK SANFORD PosT OFFice Box 12267
GOVERNOR COLUMBIA 29211

May 24, 2006

The Honorable Robert Harrell, Jr.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Post Office Box 11867

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:
[ 'am hereby vetoing and returning without my approval H. 3977, R-311.

H. 3977 removes the Criminal Justice Academy from the Department of Public Safety
and creates yet another island of government. This legislation, I believe, is the most
recent example of the assault on accountability that has taken place since the
Restructuring Act was enacted by the General Assembly in 1994, In addition, flaws in
the legislation threaten a smooth transition which could damage operations of the
Academy for some time.

First, it defies logic that, as we have made important strides in improving this facility, the
General Assembly would pass legislation that now diffuses accountability. The Law
Enforcement Training Council, charged with running the Academy in this bill, is
comprised primarily of agency heads that hold the important responsibility of operating
statewide law enforcement on several different fronts.

In Washington, Congress has now gotten to the point that they debate less than one-third
of the federal budget annually. The rest of government is, in essence, on auto-pilot, and
rarely gets the attention that it needs. The net result has been record deficits and a
national debt that generations to come will be fighting to pay down. This is not a strategy
we should emulate here in South Carolina, and yet, creating separate islands of
government in our state, in the long run, moves us in this direction.

Ultimately, our state is better served by a more transparent government, rather than
maintaining that the business of the people should be tucked away in various corners of
Columbia. The catalyst for the Restructuring Act in 1994 was the result of improper,






