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June 8, 2006

The Honorable Robert W. Harrell, Jr.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Post Office Box 11867
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

I am hereby vetoing and returning without my approval H. 4410, R-414.

H. 4410 would cap at $5,000 the fines for individuals who refuse to file quarterly campaign
finance reports and annual economic interest statements. The bill also makes the cap retroactive
for any monetary penalties owed by those individuals to the State Ethics Commission for failure
to abide by the ethics disclosure laws, thereby wiping out hundreds of thousands of fines.

This bill is the latest and most disturbing example of the legislature's retreat from the ethics
reforms it passed in the wake of the Operation Lost Trust scandal. That scandal exposed massive
lobbyist bribery in the General Assembly -in fact, ten percent of the legislature was indicted by a
federal grand jury. The resulting public outcry caused the legislature to pass the Ethics Act in
1991 to ban lobbyists from giving anything of value to state legislators and executive branch
officials.

Unfortunately, however, we have fallen back to a time where special interests are once again
making inroads into the legislative process. The powers of special interests flourish in secrecy -
when legislative accountability is diminished and the sunlight is shut out of the legislative
process. I am very concerned about the recent trend in the General Assembly toward a closed,
secretive system.

For example, since I took office in January 2003, legislators have taken official roll call votes for
or against a bill only approximately 13 % ofthe time. In fact, this was the case with H. 4410, as
the state senators decided to pass it on a voice vote, thus making it nearly impossible for average
citizens to know how their senators voted on a bill that would lower ethics standards and bail-out
legislators for past violations of the ethics laws. Fortunately, our state constitution requires these
senators to take a roll call vote on my veto of this appalling bill.




