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PREAMBLE

For the last twenty years of my life, | have seen the ever-so-gradual effects of
rising ocean levels at our farm in Beaufort County. In some cases, it's been watching
pine trees die in that fragile zone between uplands and salt marsh; in other cases it's
meant finding roots in areas that would never grow a tree, given the current salt water
levels. While | understand very clearly the debate on whether or not these events come
as a result of man’s activity — or just the effects of nature taking its course - I've had
other personal experiences that strongly suggest to me that man is having an impact on
the environment. The last time | was in Beijing on a trade trip, we happened to be there
on a bad smog day. When | went outside | could see no more than a quarter of a mile
and my eyes watered.

Man is quite clearly having an impact in that part of the world, and while it's been
my longtime belief as a conservative that | should exercise as many rights and
freedoms as possible, those rights and freedoms end when they begin to infringe upon
the rights of others. Lloyd’s of London, in fact, just commissioned a study looking at the
rising cost of insurance around the world based on the rising risk of catastrophic
damage due to changes in climate. So based on this notion of some people losing
rights and freedoms because of the actions of others - in either the quality of the air they
breathe, geography they hold dear, the cost of their insurance, or future environmental
impacts to children they love — | think it is very reasonable for us to study climate
change and its possible impacts for South Carolina.

The American way is to lead, and to lead in looking for solutions. It's my earnest
hope that, consistent with the administration’s conservative philosophy and commitment
to market principles, some recommendations can be found that will have an impact in
this state — and even other states and the nation as a whole — as a growing consensus
emerges on the need to at least consider this issue in ways that have not been done in
the past.

With that said, | hereby issue the following Executive Order:






