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June 6, 2007

The Honorable Andre Bauer
President of the Senate
State House, 1stFloor, East Wing
Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Dear Mr. President and Members of the Senate:

I am hereby vetoing and returning without my signature S. 20, R-85.

This bill requires health insurers to provide mandated coverage for treatment of Autism spectrum
disorder, which includes Autistic Disorder, Asperger's Syndrome, and other Pervasive
Developmental Disorders.

My prayers go out to any family afflicted with any of these disorders, and it is for this reason that
we have consistently pushed for scholarship programs for the parents of children with special
needs. Early intervention can make a vital difference for children with autism. It was our view
that carving off a small part of the $5 billion presently spent on education to allow parents the
choice on where and how they choose to have their child educated was key to bettering this
situation for affected families. In some cases, families have gotten over $100,000 a year in these
programs to get the kind of individualized attention their child required. Ironically some of the
biggest supporters of this bill were some of the staunchest critics of the educational choice
programs that have proven to help families affected by autism in other states.

In addition to believing that there are better ways of dealing with this very real need, the other
question of this bill lies in whether helping to remedy these families' challenges creates equal or
greater challenges for other families. This bill does not deal with an additional revenue stream as
our educational proposals would have, but creates a new one. It was for this reason that when a
similar bill crossed my desk two years ago mandating health insurance plans to provide coverage
for the treatment of mental illness, I said going forward I would be "overwhelming predisposed
to veto any other mandated coverage." Unfortunately, this bill goes down this path of imposing
another government mandate for particular types of health services.

There are only three variables in the financing of health care: cost, access and quality. As we
push on one, we affect the other two. This bill would undeniably raise the quality of insurance




