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May 29,2006

The Honorable Robert Harrell, Jr.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Post Office Box 11867
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Dear Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

I am hereby vetoing and returning without my signature H. 3402, R-330.

H. 3402 would allow two or more legislators to form a "legislative special interest caucus" in
regard to a shared "special interest." To its credit, the General Assembly shut the door years ago
on the type of abuse this bill would inevitably lead to by passing nationally-acclaimed ethics
reform legislation. Prior to that legislation, a group of legislators - calling itself a "caucus" -
could and frequently did extort meals and entertainment from those seeking legislation. Some of
those legislators even went on record saying that if those seeking legislation refused to entertain
the legislators, then the bills they were advocating would be killed.

Despite the limiting language of H. 3402 with respect to what donations to such special interest
caucuses may be used for, I believe it still serves to erode the commendable and necessary
reforms of the 1990's.

I am vetoing this legislation for two reasons. First, it promotes a system of governance that I do
not believe leads to public policy that is in the best interest of all South Carolinians. Second, it
establishes an environment for potential election abuses, and rolls back the anti-corruption
reforms of the early 1990's.

Just like thousands of other South Carolinians, I have hunted and fished all my life. I would
encourage members of the legislative body to get together and promote hunting and fishing. I
just don't think members should be compensated or subsidized for doing so. If you went to
Hampton County, and legislators who already hunted and fished together now called themselves
a caucus - and, as a consequence, got trips and meals paid for by those who had a desire to affect
the political system - folks would say there is no free lunch and that this is a way of impacting
the political system. That it is. This bill materially rolls back the ethics rules that came as a
result of votes being sold in the 1990's.




